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LITTLEBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL    
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4 DECEMBER 2019 
 
        Present: Parish Cllr Peter Farrow (Chairman) 
  Parish Cllr Mick Giles 
  Parish Cllr Brian Hurlow 
  Parish Cllr Melanie Moore 

 Parish Cllr Jessica Phillips 
            
 Mrs Gail Hubbard, Clerk to the Council 
 There was one resident present, Helen Abbott (for part of the meeting) 

 
93. THE CHAIRMANS OPENING REMARKS AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllr Farrow welcomed everyone to the last meeting of the year and thanked everyone for 
their work in 2019. Apologies were received from Cllr Shaw (unwell) and Cllr Reid 
(recuperating), City Cllr Louise Jones (holiday) and County Cllr Michael Northey 
(attending election event) 
 

94. UPDATE REPORT ON CHERRY ORCHARD NATURE RESERVE 
This item was taken now as Helen Abbott had attended specifically to give this report; 
 

 The Committee continue to maintain the Nature Reserve. They meet weekly on Sunday mornings 
from 11-1pm to work in the reserve. Residents are welcome to come along and join them.  

 No dogs or other pets are allowed to be brought into the reserve; this is to protect the species living 
there.  

 There are Great Crested Newts and Stag Beetles present onsite. 

 The hedgerows have just been cut and some of the trees have been managed significantly. 

 During the last year the reserve has hosted the Beavers, Scouts and Brownies. 

 They are liaising with Littlebourne School to try and setup forest school visits 

 A nature trail has now been developed round the site. 

 The Trees have all been labelled with species names.  

 The Hazel trees are going to be managed so the wood can be used. 

 They would like to plant some saplings to establish the hedge where it is thin. There might be some 
funding opportunities for these. 

 Helen has spoken to KCC Highways about possible hedgehog signage for Court Hill (the area 
between the reserve and the allotments) 

 Phone number on gate of reserve is still the current one to arrange a visit 

 They are hoping to offer five open days per year, with activities on offer such as pond dipping. 
 
The Chairman mentioned funding of the reserve and that the put aside S106 monies would run out 
at some point and thought needed to be given to future funding. Clerk to confirm to Committee 
exactly what funds were left. 
 
Helen departed at 7.20pm. 
 

95. DECLARATIONS OF CLLRS INTERESTS AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 
There were none. 
 

96. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 6 NOVEMBER 2019 
It was proposed by Cllr Moore, seconded by Cllr Phillips and AGREED by all to accept the 
minutes and they were duly signed by the Chairman. 
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97. POLICING AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
A short report had been received from PCSO Emma Coyle for North Nailbourne ward; 
there was nothing to be noted for Littlebourne. 
 

98. COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT 
The Clerk had received a short report from Cllr Northey, which she read out; 
 
There is not a lot to report. Following the election of a new Leader at KCC (Roger Gough) 
there have been numerous changes. I am now Deputy Cabinet member for Environment. I 
am hearing a great deal about KCC’s ambitious green agenda, including our aims to get a 
lot more trees planted and a further improvement in waste recycling and other green 
issues.  
 
It was a pleasure to be at the 4VPO Awards ceremony on Saturday and was deeply 
impressed by the variety of good things happening locally, so many varied activities of 
such high quality. That goes also for those societies etc who did not happen to get an 
award this time. A very Happy Christmas to everyone. 
 

99. PLANNING/TREES 
Planning notifications on Appendix 2 were noted – attached at end of minutes. 
 

100. THE LIST VERGES AND BIN POSITIONING 
King & Johnston had confirmed to LPC that they would not transfer the strip of verge to 
the purchasers of the new homes on The List. Clerk to write and ask them to confirm the 
land ownership and details of what has been transferred/what purchasers have been told. 
 
It was AGREED the bin should be put back on the base it was positioned on before, this 
was the most practical position. This is a considerable distance from any house and will 
be emptied regularly anyway. Anything in front of the allotments was not practical due to 
the location of services in the verge and the upcoming gate re-siting. 
 

101. HIGHWAYS 
Cllr Giles reported back from the meeting with KCC Highways on Tuesday 3rd December, 
where the HIP was discussed in depth; 
 

 7.5tonne limit for Jubilee is not possible as there is no alternative route 

 30mph sign on A257 (Canterbury side of village) could possibly be moved out by 
100m to slow the vehicles entering the village. 

 Crossing by Evenhill over to bus stop would need a footway on the opposite side, 
as you cannot cross into a bus stop. The bus stop on the Evenhill side would then 
also need to be moved, as bus cannot stop in area of zig zags. Not impossible but 
expensive and would need more thought. A central refuge would not be possible 
due to the width of the roadway not being wide enough. This makes it even more 
important to slow vehicles before they arrive in the village. 

 KCC are not keen on the buffer zones as the road is 100% rural, no access points 
or houses scattered along. Nothing to suggest this stretch of road shouldn’t be 
60mph. This will be pursued further through the A257 Group. 

 Reducing the limit between Littlebourne and Wickhambreaux was met more 
positively. Traffic counts would need to be done.  

 Extending the traffic calming in Bekesbourne Lane would mean taking the street 
lighting and an additional hump around the corner, this would be costly for very 
little gain but could possibly be done. KCC believe the bend naturally keeps speed 
down at this point. 
 



 

37 

 

KCC has budget of £20,000 each year to spend on parish projects, this is for the 26 
Canterbury parishes. Some of these schemes could happen but funding would need to 
be sought to progress. To moved forward Cllr Northey to be re approached for possible 
funding of relocating 30mph; which he had agreed to fund a couple of years ago. 

 
102. STREET LIGHTING 

Cllr Phillips raised concern over the level of lighting on Court Hill, between Court 
Meadows and Church Road. Check needs to be made to see if a light is out or if a request 
would need to be made for additional lighting. The two lights outside the Doctors and St 
Vincent’s have both been reported by Cllr Castle as out of order. The Hill between Jubilee 
Road and the Evenhill is also quite dark, however the new access road into the estate 
may involve some additional lighting. Clerk to check status of cut down light in 
Bekesbourne Lane which has never been replaced. 
 
Cllr Phillips departed. 
 

103. FINANCE     
AUTHORISATION OF ACCOUNTS  
There were receipts totalling £25.00 NOTED for this month. The expenditure list 
previously circulated to Cllrs as Appendix 3 totalling £1968.44 together with Appendix 3a 
presented at the meeting totalling £2259.60 was AGREED by all.  So it was RESOLVED 
that the payments set out be authorised – attached at end of minutes. 
 
2020-21 GRANT APPLICATIONS 
It was AGREED the grant for St Vincent’s Churchyard maintenance should come out of 
precept funding (this was originally an item funded by CCC under concurrent, but taken 
over by the parishes when CCC removed this element). It was AGREED the clerk should 
write to the other applicants to suggest they approach the LPC Community Fund for next 
year as LPC would be looking at where funding was coming from differently. These type 
of Community based activities could be funded via these monies that is brought in 
through rent received on the shop extension. 
 
SETTING OF PRECEPT FOR 2020-21 
RECEIVED and AGREED the finance sub-committees draft precept figures for 2020-21 
as previously circulated to Cllrs as Appendix 3b, with the exception of the Traffic Fund 
EMR remaining as it was. It was AGREED the precept was set at £39,737.96, this would 
be a decrease of £1043 on last year’s figure, approx. 2.5%. Clerk to advise CCC of the 
requirement by 31st December. 
 

104. CLERKS REPORT 
CORRESPONDENCE 

A. CCC Consultation 
2020/21 Budget - consultation open until Friday 3 January 2020. 
Circulated to all Cllrs. 

B. CCC Consultation Council Car Parks 
Proposed changes to charges and conditions in council car parks - 
consultation open until Friday 10 January 2020. Circulated to Cllrs. 

C. Information on course of river 
Email from resident Anne Rigden including old plans of the river. Anne 
had been thanked for this information which agreed with what LPC 
believed to be the case. 

 
All other correspondence was noted. 
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CLERK REPORT 
 
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
Hung around the hall are to be switched on Monday 2nd December. Thanks to Phil 
Wilson for arranging this again. 
 
ALLOTMENT GATE RESITING 
Landcare have been given the go ahead and the works are scheduled for January. 
 
KCC HIGHWAYS SEMINAR 
Chairman and Clerk attended this event, notes circulated. 
 
CCC PARISH SEMINAR 
Chairman and Clerk attended this event, notes circulated. 
 

105. ALLOTMENT INSPECTION REPORT 
Cllr Hurlow had previously circulated the following report; 
 

Allotment site inspection carried out by Cllr.Brian Hurlow on behalf of the Parish Council 
on the 18th November 2019. 
 
May I first start off this report by thanking the LHS committee on behalf of the Parish 
Council for their hard work over the past year. The site overall is in a good state of 
clearance with paths and spare plots kept cut and tidy, this has also been mentioned 
once again by an independent judge in his feedback on the yearly plot competition. 
Several old sheds have been cleared opening up the vista from The List end across the 
site. The new trackway has been put in place by the kindness and assistance of the List 
field development companies so thanks due there as no cost to the LPC or LHS was 
incurred. The proposed new gate from the List has been held up but has now been 
sanctioned by the LPC and it is hoped it will in place soon. 
 
There has been some movement of tenants changing plots and a couple of new tenants 
taking on available ones but there will be availability from now on which will need to be 
advertised within the four parishes. Plots are generally well maintained and cultivation is 
good across the site with only a couple of plots needing some attention over the winter 
period by the tenants. 
There are still a couple of areas that need attention by the maintenance team and there 
is a plan in place to tackle these areas before spring next year making it easier to keep 
on top of over the growing season next year. Thanks must go to a number of tenants 
from the Court Hill end for clearing a couple of plots that had become overgrown. 
The cabin is holding up well and is still in good condition but is potentially underused by 
the plot members so some feedback from them as to its future use might well need to be 
sort. It is planned to turn the cabin plot into a fruit orchard and wild flower meadow next 
Spring which will become the central focal point of the whole site. This might encourage 
other social events and cabin use by all members. 
 
All sit on machines are now within sheds helping the security and protection of valuable 
equipment. A new sit on mower was purchased as well as a petrol multi tool which has 
and will enable more effective maintenance in the future. 
 
There are still some concerns over the boundary fence with Court Meadows as to 
security of the site and fence condition. There is still some problems with a couple of 
properties on the same area throwing their pet dog mess over the fence onto plots, the 
LHS will have to monitor both of these and record any events and pass through to the 
LPC. 
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The Chairman thanked Cllr Hurlow for his report. 
Clerk to re-contact Sanctuary Housing over the insecure boundary in Court Meadows. 

 
106. PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY MEETING 

Cllr Giles and the Clerk had met with the PROW officer on 27th November to discuss the 
claim for a footpath through the ford, which we had lodged back in 2014. Due to their large 
backlog of claims, they are now beginning their investigation. Cllr Giles was interviewed 
on his evidence submitted; KCC PROW will be contacting some of the other residents 
who had completed an evidence form to interview them also as part of their investigation 
process. 
 

107. LOCAL PLAN REVIEW 
There is to be a call for sites for the reviewed plan, LPC would not want to put forward 
anything at present. CCC are to be contacting parishes in New Year to speak with them 
individually, we would await this before taking any further actions. 
 
Item on Recreation Ground maintenance to be postponed. 
The meeting closed at 9.15pm. 
  

Dates of future meetings:8 Jan, 5 Feb, 4 Mar, 18 Mar APM, 1 Apr, 6 May, Statutory Annual, 3 
June, 1 July, 2 Sept, 7 Oct, 4 Nov, 2 Dec 2020. 

 
Signed…………………………………….. (Chairman)   
 
 
Date…………………………………... 
 
LITTLEBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL 
PLANNING REPORT, 4 DECEMBER 2019                           APPENDIX 2 

New Applications 

 
None   

   

   

 

Notifications 

CA/19/01923 Proposed single storey rear extension. 
 
2 Orchard Close, Littlebourne CT3 1SU 

GRANTED 14/11/19 

   

   

Trees 

None   
   

 
 
LITTLEBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL                     APPENDIX 3 
FINANCIAL REPORT TO THE MEETING, 4 DECEMBER 2019 
 
(A)  FINANCIAL MATTERS 

(a) RECEIVED the bank statements for October 2019, and RESOLVED the signature 
of the Chairman thereon; 
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(b) NOTED £11.99 will be taken from our account by DD on 16th December for our 
1x1 website 

(c) NOTED £92.91 will be taken from our account by DD on 28th December for 
December’s employer and employee pension contributions.  

(d) NOTED the Clerk has submitted a NIL annual return for the period ending 31st 
March 2019 to The Charity Commission for Littlebourne Recreation Ground Trust. 

 
         
 AUTHORISATION OF ACCOUNTS  
Payment type Details Amount 

BACS Staffing payments December    1362.31 

CHQ Mrs Clayson – litter picking  500.00 

BACS Bourne to Garden – contract mowing November 240.00 

BACS Landcare – hedge cutting  & tree management at Cherry Orchard 
Nature Reserve 

1045.00 

BACS UK Office Direct – Office supplies 176.44 

BACS The Fifth Trust – weeding/removal of damaged tree branches on Rec 145.00 

CHQ Mrs Purbrick – contribution towards fencing repairs at 56 High Street 180.00 

BACS Expense payments  12.29 

BACS Mickle Creative Solutions – LPC News Printing 242.00 

CHQ St Vincent’s Church – donation for delivery of LPC News throughout 
the year 

200.00 

CHQ Mrs Clayson – Christmas Bonus 125.00 

        ------------------- 
                     TOTALS                        £4228.04 
 
 


